
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 1 (Part 2) 
This is a very familiar story to many of us who have read the Bible and yet it is also a familiar story to non-believers as well 
because of the impact and influence of Christmas around the world.  The birth of Jesus is commemorated and celebrated around the 
world in a variety of ways and though we can certainly lament the commercialization of the holiday and the promotion of Santa 
and gifts over Jesus Christ - it is amazing to think how impactful this historical event not only was - but still is - on the world. 
 
But, as we will see the actual event was at the same time more significant and less scripted than most people know. Matthew’s 
account of these events contain different elements than Luke’s (the only other gospel that records the birth narrative) and we 
will discover why Matthew reports what he does as we look at the text together. 
 
Matthew 1:18-19 - Mary Is Pregnant, Joseph Is Perplexed 
 
Mary and Joseph are betrothed and Mary finds out that she is pregnant.  We don’t read of that account in Matthew (it’s in Luke 1) 
but we are told that the child is “by the Holy Spirit” (v. 18). 
 

“betrothed” - “The first stage of marriage in Jewish culture, usually lasting for a year before the wedding night, more 
legal than an engagement (NASB language note)” 

 
ESV Study Bible - The custom of betrothal was different from "engagement" in modern society. Customarily the parents of a young 
man chose a young woman to be engaged to their son. A second stage of betrothal involved official arrangements and a prenuptial 
agreement before witnesses, which was a legally binding contract and could be broken only by a formal process of divorce. 
 
Deuteronomy 22:13-24 - Mosaic Law dealing with sexual relations - specifically relating to a non-virgin woman taken as a wife. 
 
The first example (v. 13-19) relates to a man lying about his new wife’s virginity and being proven wrong.  The second example 
(v. 20-24) is the applicable example with Joseph and Mary’s situation.  Those who engage in sexual relations outside of marriage 
were to be stoned.  Such acts were considered great evil and the nation was commanded to “purge the evil from Israel”. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 - Mosaic Law regarding divorce and “sending away” wife if “indecency is found in her”.  This would have 
likely been the passage Joseph was considering applying to his situation with Mary, because of the supposed “indecency” which led 
to her pregnancy. 
 
Joseph discovers that Mary is pregnant and is legally allowed to stone Mary (based on Deuteronomy 22).  The text says that he is 
a “righteous man” (v. 19) and though certainly devastated that his fiancee is not sexually pure, he plans to show kindness to 
her and “send her away” privately (based on Deuteronomy 24). 
 
////IN THE ACTUAL STUDY WE ONLY COVERED THIS SECTION AND STOPPED FOR THE DAY.  WE 
MOVE ON TO THE NEXT VERSES THE FOLLOWING WEEK - (SEE MATTHEW 1(PART 3) 
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